
Enjoying the wide expansive views of Nelson Bay, an 
enterprising couple had the impetus to expand their 
horizons and tackle a major home building project of 
mammoth proportions.

Glass, space and water views are distinctive features in this 
opulently designed home built by Port Stephens-based builder 
Graeme Bakker of Bakker Homes. The family residence looks 
over Nelson Bay across to Tea Gardens and to Broughton 
Island, eight nautical miles north-east of Port Stephens and 
part of the Myall Lakes National Park.

The owners’ brief was to maximise views over the water and 
create visually appealing and practical, large open spaces with 
designated living spaces for their young-adult two daughters 
and son. The home is exemplary in each of these respects. 
Wherever the eye turns, it is met with stylish contours and 
elegant details. 

‘One Hyde Park’ is the name the owners gave to their new 
abode, a dream come true as it oozes comfort and flow 
inspired by the world’s most luxurious and exclusive address 
of the same name located in London’s Knightsbridge district. > 

One Hyde Park Bayside
Story Marilyn Collins

HOMES

The combined talents of a 
creative home designer/
builder and interior 
designer shine through 
in this Port Stephens 
residence, which radiates 
ease, élan, entertainment 
plus, and a timeless 
sumptuousness few 
homes could match.
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The couple lived at Corlette and simply moved around the 
corner to their new address. “We watched the nearby land 
development being created,” they said. 

Christopher and his wife Sue contacted Graeme Bakker 
of Bakker Homes to inspect the site and seek design ideas 
before committing to purchase the property. They discussed 
on site how the steep slope and the granite rock on the site 
were design constraints and what needed to be addressed. 

Graeme Bakker created a concept based on the orientation 
of the site, their personal lifestyle requirements and budget. 
The owners were very impressed with the very first plan and 
gave Graeme the go-ahead to draw up a contract.

“The tri-level design suited us, being similar in appearance 
to those we had seen built on the Gold Coast’s Sovereign 
Island, and Graeme was able to conceive a brilliant design ,” 
recalled Christopher. 

Building work commenced in February, 2012 nine months 
from the planning and design with the construction to the 
upper/third level complete in early July, 2013. 

Sitting high on a hill, the home’s access is narrow, private 
road, so fortunately the builder’s and trades entrance was 
accessed from the rear block.

The design brief was to create generous living areas with 
a seamless transition between indoor living and outdoor 
entertaining spaces to capitalise on the panoramic views of 
the Port Stephens waterways. 

Built in the modernist style this home’s design sits high 
above the roofline of the homes below, so glass, glass and 
more glass was the order of the day. This was the only 
choice, as with views like these you wouldn’t want to miss 

a thing, and oversized doors throughout were also included 
in the design. 

The owners contracted professional Newcastle-based 
Interior designer CarMel Gibson of CarMel Interior Design to 
design a fit out for the internals of the residence. Her role 
was to work to the couple’s budget, select the right materials, 
recommend specialised contractors, and embrace the 
project from conception to completion. Selecting the interior 
colour scheme for the residence became a small part of 
the work according to CarMel, as her brief was to cover all 
aspects, from the selection and sourcing all the tiles, timber 
flooring, and carpets to locating custom-designed furniture, 
curtains and decorative accessories. She also had to blend 
the couple’s sentimental furniture pieces into the design so 
the overall look married with the new.

“I commenced work with the owners in July, 2012, 
continuing literally until the keys were handed over to create 
the desired atmosphere and detailed décor they were 
seeking,” she said. 

“The owners had a meeting with me and showed me 
photos of One Hyde Park, where they had stayed in London. 
This gave me an insight into the opulence and style they 
were seeking in their own home. From there I drew on my 
knowledge of known suppliers and contacts for the exact 
products I needed for the project.”

There is no doubt that a builder can create the most 
magnificent residence for a client however, it is the fit out 
and internal style created within that really finishes off the 
complete ambience and makes the building a home that 
reflects the character of its occupants. >
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CarMel, in collaboration with Russel Fowler, designed the plan 
of the kitchen, butler’s pantry and vanities. The cabinetry was an 
integral part of the home, where it played a major part of the room 
design.

“I wanted the kitchen to look like built-in furniture within the 
space where we concealed the refrigeration and extended a floating 
cooking hub to allow the tiles to float underneath. The kitchen is a 
chef’s delight with a long alpine white Quantum Quart benchtop with 
satin-finished polyurethane drawers and cupboards. 

The kitchen has a highly popular, must-have butler’s pantry. The 
beauty of this pantry is that clutter can be hidden away with copious 
shelved cupboard space. An Ezi lift dumb waiter located in the 
corner of the butler’s pantry was not part of the original design but 
a late inclusion requested by the owners to save carrying groceries 
up the stairs to the kitchen.

The decadent Italian mosaic glass splashback was made from 
recycled bottles, which gives lustre and a pearl-like finish to the tiles. 
The entire home has been fitted with a CBus electrical system and 
the workings are installed in the butler’s pantry out of sight.

The Traventine Spanish Perlino Blanco polished tiles seen 
throughout the living areas were cut on the vein to give a point of 
difference and to carry the eye through the room out to the view. 

CarMel said, “It was a combined effort where I would present 
Christopher and Sue with colours and samples at our meetings to 
have them follow through by visiting the supplier’s factory.”

 The bathrooms walls and floors are marble, and the custom 
cabinetry throughout the home is a combination of walnut veneer 
and some painted in custom-colour, two-pac polyurethane. >
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The façade materials chosen were James Hardie Matrix 

cladding, with Stria cladding and render to the rest of the 
house. The exterior colour scheme is ‘Surfmist’ Colorbond 
roof over the rumpus and garage door with the main roof 
shale grey, and “Murobond” just white render and cladding 
and anodized aluminium windows.

Stepping into the wide foyer you gaze upwards to the 
upper level accessed by the enclosed handcrafted American 
black walnut stained timber stair treads and landings with 
mirror-polished stainless steel and glass handrails. At night 
the staircase is illuminated with sidelights. The intricately 
designed staircase crafted by Bakker Homes was originally 
concrete, built on site and meticulously lined with American 
walnut and polished with a satin finish.

A spectacular chandelier (relocated from the couple’s 
previous home) hangs high above from the upper-level living 
room, adding a special touch. The first floor accommodates 
the son’s bedroom with a bathroom adjacent and a 
rumpus room opening onto the front verandah, perfect for 
entertaining young guests. The second level accommodates 
the designated girls’ bedroom area. The bedrooms are 
carpeted with a 100% 60-ounce wool carpet.

 The two bedrooms are separated by a glamorous shared 
marble bathroom with a deep soaking Arto freestanding bath, 
double-sink marble-topped vanity and WC. Each bedroom is 
fitted with custom-designed joinery and wardrobes and all 
the bathrooms have Dorf fittings and fixtures.

The master bedroom is reminiscent of a luxurious 
penthouse suite facing due north and capturing the 
magnificent harbour views. 

CarMel created a luxurious, custom-made upholstered 
panel wall above the bed with walnut custom-made 
bedside tables on each side. Sheer lustre silk and linen-
blend motorised curtains and blinds are recessed into the 

bulkheads and electrically operated. Their shimmering 
pewter shade adds a touch of elegance and the curtains can 
be drawn back to reveal stunning, uninterrupted view.

The multi-shelved, walk-in dressing room has been fitted 
with copious drawers, open shelving and hanging space, 
with room for a small dressing table. Christopher had much 
delight in showing his motorised rotating tie rack.

The en suite is simply stunning, with silver pearl honed 
marble floor and frosted-glass walls and door on the toilet 
area. Built in the centre of the room is a freestanding floating 
vanity with a brown, polished-marble benchtop. 

At the rear is a fully concealed, open-ended double shower. 
Primely positioned facing the waterfront is a deep soaking 
spa bath placed underneath six small picture windows 
designed so you can luxuriate, gaze at the views beyond and 
enjoy a glass of bubbly. Ken Langford of Langford Windows 
gave the owners the optimal result in terms of character and 
design of the windows throughout the residence, without 
compromising any of the views.

 If all that is not enough to take your breath away, a flight 
of stairs leads to the upper main living area. The sweeping 
views extend as far as the eye can see. The open-plan living 
area is where the family comes together and friends are 
entertained. 

The 48,000-litre swimming pool is an architectural and 
engineering masterpiece built on the top level of the three-
storey home. 

The blue Italian glass mosaic-tiled pool includes two 
water features in the stack grey split stone to the rear wall 
with spa jets located in the bench seat within the pool. The 
pool is on the top level, totally suspended over bedroom four 
on the second level – it is hard to imagine standing in the 
bedroom that there is a pool overhead! >
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The pool surrounds are a honed limestone large-format 
tile, and their creamy, light natural colour tone adds texture. 
The central living area faces the solar-heated swimming 
pool with its seamless glass surround, making its purpose 
more than a place to cool off; the water effect and waterfall 
from the feature wall create a depth of field which is sublime. 
The perfect summer time entertaining space is the adjacent 
terrace and wet bar completely fitted with a barbecue and 
outdoor kitchen. Two stools sit underneath a glass-shelved 
ledge, the perfect spot for gazing at the fading sunlight or 
watching the family and guests enjoying the pool.

Bifold doors open onto the massive front terrace, carefully 
planned so that there is ample room to relax and cater for 
an effortless flow when entertaining from the kitchen, living 
room, pool and wet bar areas.

The upper-level area also incorporates a formal sitting 
room showcasing the couple’s favourite antique pieces and 
a sentimental collection of oil landscape paintings. Placed 
in front of a cosy gas fireplace are comfortable chairs, two 
of which were especially purchased for the new home, 
being Ralf Lauren tan and timber, and new comfy sofa and 
cushions were covered with a selected fabric by CarMel. The 
fireplace features handmade silk wallpaper from Belgium. 

At the rear of this level opening into the small grassed 
backyard is a spacious laundry with loads of cupboard 
storage space and a study fitted with custom-built cabinetry 
in walnut veneer and accessed through extra-wide sliding 
doors with handy access to the glamorous powder room 
and shower. 
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The home theatre room is a perfect retreat to watch 
movies and television on a massive screen. CarMel selected 
a plush wool carpet for the room, with fully lined Platinum 
shade satin curtains with matching upholstered pelmets 
wall to wall to keep out the light. 

A room off the four-car garage on the lower level was 
designed originally to be a wine cellar. This was changed 
during construction to incorporate a shower and steam 
room. This was a definite advantage resulting from having 
the builder being the home plan designer; changes were 
easily incorporated on site without the time delays involved 
with consulting an architect. Graeme Bakker says he is able 
to envisage the build whilst he designs the building and 
therefore can be extremely adaptable during the process. 

Bakker Homes worked collaboratively with the owners 
and CarMel Interior Designs to achieve impeccable attention 
to detail.  

“From a designer’s point of view, having a builder willing to 

work with you leads to a perfect collaboration and outcome,” 

said CarMel. The attention to detail is evident throughout 

every room, which ensures a perfect end result. 

This new abode is all about the modern, contemporary 

look – vibrant, edgy combining chic sophistication with real 

panache. Working in their own field of expertise, the builder 

and interior designer have achieved the owners’ dream of 

a luxurious, playful, aspirational home which reflects both 

global-style inspiration and their clients’ passion for the style 

of ‘One Hyde Park’. 

Designer-Builder: Bakker Homes 
Interior Design: CarMel Interior Design 
Windows:  Langford Windows
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