
HUNTER HOMES

This residence 
represents quality 
craftsmanship with 
individual style 
creating comfort 
from sunrise to 
sunset. 

SOMETHING
SPECIAL
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H
ow do you leave one beautiful setting and 
ensure you’re happy with the move? the 
answer is simple, according to the owners of 
this new home. Just pick the right builder and 
move in next to really nice neighbours!

amber and Julie came to Port stephens fourteen years ago 
and fell in love with the relaxed lifestyle, both being keen golfers, 
kayakers and beach goers. add to the mix the two established 
district bridge clubs for amber and plenty of walking tracks for 
Julie and soon both had no plans to leave the area. 

family and friends thought they were mad when told of 
the plans to move from their long-time golf course home. but 
the urge to build again was too much to pass up after they 
saw the new land release nearby at Corlette’s Vantage estate. 
their selected block was high on the hill sitting among newly 
built homes. the quality of the neighbourhood was assured by 
the stringent building covenants for the estate, so they were 
assured that their investment was well protected for the future. 

Having renovated or built seven times, they had clear 
requirements for the new home and spent four months looking 
for a suitable plan. they were impressed with some of the 
award-winning bakker Homes they had seen around the area 
so they set up an appointment with designer/builder graeme 
bakker of bakker Homes.

 “We knew we needed a specialist builder and the minute we 
started talking with Graeme about our ideas, we were confident 
we’d found the right person, as we had seen a number of 

homes he had built around the bay,” said Julie. “anything’s 
possible,” is his motto!

open plan living on one level with lots of light and maximum 
use of the north east aspect were critical requirements, even 
with a sloping block. a few mud maps and two drafts was all it 
required. The finished three-bedroom home has all living areas 
facing north or east towards the swimming pool and two large 
undercover decks for entertaining or relaxing. no matter what 
time of day, sun or shade is available. 

the use of bearer and joist construction as well as slab 
has allowed the best use of the slope. the large garage is set 
down and at the rear of the underfloor area is a large, secure 
storage area. the water tanks are also located underneath the 
house. this has allowed the home to be set on the southern 
side, maximising the northern entertaining area. 

the five floating entry stairs are the couple’s favourite 
feature and absolutely minimise the slope at the front. “even 
my 91-year-old-mother and 14-year-old-poodle toby have no 
problem with them,” laughed Julie. 

the 2.7m (9 ft) high ceilings and inclusion of multiple banks 
of louvres means the home is always cool, full of light and 
perfectly ventilated. the ducted air conditioning and ceiling fans 
are rarely used. the location of rooms means there are minimal 
windows on the west-facing front. the entry door and foyer 
windows are protected by the generous front deck roof. all 
windows are tinted and the owners have used a combination 
of roller and plantation shutters. 
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the buyer of their previous Horizons golf Course estate 
home wanted an extended settlement, so it allowed the couple 
to start building well before they had to rely on friends for short-
term accommodation.

“Working with bakker Homes was a pleasure,” said amber. 
“nothing was ever too much trouble. being both designer and 
builder meant graeme was right on top of every stage. We 
were amazed that from the first sod turning to move-in day was 
only seven months. We also appreciated that our landscaper 
was able to work on site during the final finishing stages. It 
meant we were able to move in with everything finished. Carina 
bakker was also able to source and obtain the best prices for 
our selected inclusions and this saved us lots of money.”

an added bonus for the owners was bakker Homes’ use 
of seaside Cabinets for the kitchen and bathroom cabinets. 
“It meant that the quality of their bakker Home wasn’t 
compromised,” they both agreed. 

the kitchen features star White gloss polyurethane panels 
and laminated kick boards in brushed aluminium. the island 
bench is 30mm Caesarstone with a pencil round-edge profile 

in Iced snow. end panels and bar are taubmans Wistful Willow, 
the same colour as the external cladding.

the glass splash back picks up the same shade. for ease of 
access the owners opted for drawers in the bench and bottom 
section rather than cupboards. a bi-fold door opens to a corner 
appliance cupboard. the pantry is enclosed in one full-height 
section and has pull-out drawers as well as cupboard space. 
all drawers and cupboards have soft-close drawer runners.

the bathrooms have wall-mounted vanities, full-height 
porcelain tiling and the same bench finishes as the kitchen. 
there is generous storage space within the house, including 
a room-sized walk-in robe. the study has a built-in bookcase 
and cupboard the full width of one wall.

the colour selection emphasises the sense of space and 
light within the home. for the external render the owners chose 
taubmans beige ash with taubmans Wistful Willow for the 
Primeline newport cladding. the Colorbond roof, eaves, fascia 
and posts are surfmist. Internal walls are taubmans martini 
with taubmans White Illusion ceilings. Cool white leD lighting 
completes the picture. 
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the main living area adjoins the kitchen and 
dining and there is also a cosy theatre room that is 
utilised during the evenings. 

the additional guest bedrooms are in the 
southern wing, along with the main bathroom, 
powder room and laundry. 

“my work takes me all over the Hunter and it’s 
great to be able to come back home, swim a few 
laps and relax with a barbecue on the deck,” said 
amber. 

“Within the home and on the decks there are 
also numerous spots to sit and read or enjoy a quiet 
drink.”

While both are enjoying the new home, another 
one down the track is not out of the question. “It 
will have to be built by bakker Homes though!” they 
both agreed. 

Designer/Builder: Bakker Homes

Kitchen:  Seaside Cabinets

Pool Fencing:  N&J Handrails
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