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A Place To Call Home
Uninterrupted views of dazzling Fingal Bay and a 
strong street presence bring this abode to life. 
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F
or the past three years former city dwellers Beverley 
and Richard have had the enviable lifestyle each day - 
waking up to the sounds of the ocean waves breaking 
on the sandy shores of fingal Bay Beach, one of the 
most popular spots in Port stephens.

for sixteen years the couple owned a holiday duplex a few 
blocks set back from fingal Bay Beach and spent countless 
family weekends and holidays at the location which was a short 
drive from their home of twenty-seven years at Merewether, 
an inner Newcastle suburb. Little wonder why they decided 
the beachside suburb would be an ideal location for their 
downsizing and impending retirement.

 “five years ago, we kept on walking by one particular 
property, an original fishermen’s holiday shack, which had been 
vacant for some time, being a deceased estate,” said Beverley. 
the block was “for sale sign” and was perfectly positioned 
a short walk from Barry Park and the beach. from the real 
estate’s aerial shots it was obvious there was potential to 
maximise the beachfront views from a second storey. 

they contracted salamander based builder, Bakker Homes, 
to design and build a duplex – one to live in and one to sell 
close to completion. Once the plans passed through Port 
stephens Council before building could commence, meanwhile 
they sold their Merewether home and rented a unit back in 
Newcastle during the pre planning and building time as Richard 
was still working in his legal practise at Warners Bay.

“We’d previously inspected a duplex that Carina and 
Graeme Bakker had built personally for themselves, and 
together we devised a floor plan which was to be mirror 
reversed in the adjoining duplex,” said Richard. The couple’s 
priority was to build a home with generous living space and 
a strong connection to the outside yet providing a safe haven 

from the external elements, particularly the prevailing winds 
from across the bay.

they wanted an easily maintained home to suit their 
new downsized and relaxed lifestyle. they wanted a perfect 
environment when entertaining family and friends. 

the front driveway leads to a double garage and there is a 
side gated entrance into the downstairs area which is designed 
to accommodate visiting family and guests with their own 
private space. Downstairs are two master size bedrooms, a 
full bathroom, a separate wc and an informal lounge room 
(which doubles as extra flow over sleeping space) opening out 
on to a covered terrace. the laundry is also situated on this 
level as this area gives access to be rear backyard below and 
clothes line. For easy care the entire downstairs traffic areas 
have been tiled with large white format tiles.

Accessed by the timber and stainless staircase is the main 
living space on the first floor which accommodates the couple’s 
new lifestyle on the one level. The cleverly designed floor plan 
which has stringy bark timber flooring incorporates free-flowing 
spaces, enhancing the feeling of space and connection within. 
the kitchen takes centre stage of the living space and features 
a generously sized island bench with ample storage drawers 
on all sides and a spacious walk in pantry. the sparkling white 
kitchen has a striking burnt orange glass splashback.

floor-to-ceiling doors and windows feature prominently in 
the living space allowing visual and direct interaction with the 
outdoor while providing an abundance of natural light.

“i really love the living rooms,” explains Beverley. “A lot 
of thought was put into this large rectangular space, which 
comprises the kitchen, dining and lounge areas –large glass 
doors and windows face the spectacular beach views. 

Pictured left and above: The ground floor is a designated guest retreat.

HunterLifestyLe90 HunterLifestyLe 91As appeared in Hunter Lifestyle Magazine 59, December 2012 / January 2013.



It’s one spacious room where the family can gather, feel 
close and comfortable yet with plenty of room to move out 
onto the covered rear terrace with stainless steel and glass 
balastrading and enjoy the views across the beach front and 
out to Cabbage tree island.

“We enjoy most of our meals sitting out on the terrace and 
enjoying the views of the passing parade on the beach front.”

Graeme Bakker incorporated into the design a third balcony 
which is accessed from the hallway near the dining room which 
has been designed to accommodate the barbecue, so Richard 
can cook up a storm away from the sea breezes and also 
doubles as the perfect sunny sitting place in the winter months.

“We have settled well into the village atmosphere where the 
majority of our neighbours who live permanently are the same 
age as we are and our spare time is spent walking either on the 
beach or through the nearby bushland. there is the constant 
passing of the whales during migration and the prolific birdlife 
in the area which adds to the enjoyment of life here,” says 
Beverley.

“Richard is working two days a week in a Nelson Bay law 
practise and catches the school bus into town and enjoys his 
time on the local course which meant we could sell our second 
vehicle. Nearby are a selection of restaurants, cafes, local clubs 
and shops and Newcastle is a mere one hour away.

“We have even tested out the medical services of the district 
when Richard suspected he was having a heart attack. i drove 
him straight to the medical centre, only five minutes away, and 
he was quickly attended to and given a lifesaving injection 
before being transferred for an operation for a blocked artery 
in Newcastle.”

The couple both agreed Graeme Bakker was very flexible to 
work with during the entire building process. “His acute eye for 
detail and suggestions along the way as the building was being 
shaped was a point we appreciated,” said Beverley.

“Carina Bakker was very helpful when it came to the 
selecting of PC items, tiles etc.by recommending local suppliers 
and assisting us with the purchase of the major appliances 
through their contacts in the trade, which made the task so 
easy and more economical for us, especially as we had two 
homes to fit out not just one.”

Richard and Beverley believe their stress free lifestyle will 
add years to their lifespan and as this could well be their last 
home they are incredibly happy with the end result. 

Builder: Bakker Homes  4982 2625

Kitchen: Seaside Cabinets  4981 9454

Bricks: Premier Bricks  4987 2800
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