
A
t the age when most retirees are considering 
downsizing to an over 55 complex, Port 
Stephens couple Sue and Geoff have done 
the opposite and upsized. They took on the 
challenge of building a sparkling-new, two-

storey residence with great enthusiasm, even though the idea 
to do so was initially not a spontaneous one for Sue.

“We had been living a few blocks away as the crow flies over 
the hill from the latest subdivision at Corlette, and had watched 
with interest as the land was being developed,” recalled Geoff. 
“Then one day, when driving past I saw the entry gates had 
opened, so decided to drive in and have a look. One of the 
soon-to-be-released blocks caught my interest straight away, 
so I went home and convinced my wife Sue to go for a drive 
to see the development.

“I had the thought of buying an older home and doing a 
renovation, not building a new home,” said Sue. “However, 
the northerly aspect with views across to Pindimar, the Bay 
and entrance to Myall Lakes was spectacular, so once I had 
been convinced by Geoff, I said ‘yes’ to the idea of doing a 
new build.”

There was one proviso made by Sue, however, that they 
buy that particular block, not any of the others which were 
available at that time. “It was a case of that one or nothing 
else,” said Sue.

The couple made enquiries at the sales office, only to be 
told the land wasn’t for sale for 14 days and the first person 
present on the sale day would have first option to buy. From 
that very moment, Sue commenced the ‘sit in’ and put their 
name of the top of the list. A marquee was erected and they 
brought in folding chairs, BBQ and TV. Friends rallied around 
with shifts and a nephew between jobs as a brickie undertook 
the ‘night shift’ sleeping on the site.

The couple hit the headlines in a Sydney newspaper as they 
physically staged their mission to purchase ‘that block of land’.

After living in Sydney for 25 years, Geoff and Sue had 
retired to their stamping grounds at Port Stephens, drawn 
by their love of its beaches, water, family and friends. Their 
previous home was an upmarket duplex which Sydney friends 
frequented often on trips to the bay, so the couple wanted a 
residence which would cater for their entertaining lifestyle in 
retirement. However, they also wanted the upstairs to resemble 
an apartment with all living areas on one level. 

Graeme Bakker, of Bakker Homes based at Anna Bay, 
was given a design brief and a budget to work to and by the 
afternoon of that same day, the design was complete. Sue said 
she changed the style of the windows at the street view of the 
residence and added louvres for summer breezes. 

 They say first impressions count and the exterior of this 
stunning contemporary design certainly catches one’s eye.  
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The exterior is a combination of Colorbond roofing with 
rendered brickwork and Skyon Linear cladding on external 
walls.  

 As a keen home magazine reader, Sue had definite ideas 
about the décor of her new home and worked around the 
existing favourite pieces of furniture accentuated by newly 
acquired accessories.

Clean, white lines and accent colours of grey toning were 
chosen along the lines of US Hampton residences much in 
vogue at the present time and many ideas were inspired by 
various internet sites.

The tiled ground level is a designated guest zone, with three 
bedrooms and a sitting/lounge room opening with full-length 

glass doors opening onto a deck overlooking the bushland 
reserve and providing extensive water views.

Oversized sliding doors give entry into the carpeted guest 
rooms which are a definite space saver and opaque glass doors 
are fitted on the wardrobes. The guest bathroom is perfectly 
styled with floor-to-ceiling tiles. The well-appointed laundry is 
on the ground floor with access to the private rear yard. 

The stunning Blackbutt satin-finished timber-tread staircase 
with black square railing and stainless steel wire leads to the 
first level and sets the scene for the luxury above. The same 
timber floors flow through the living areas.

 The upper level is designed for entertaining as the kitchen, 
lounge and dining areas and all one spacious area. Opaque 

glass sliding doors at the end of the dining area reveal a study 
and powder room. Across the open void above the stairwell 
is a galley bridge with stainless railing, leading to the master 
bedroom with spacious walk-through wardrobe and en-suite 
bathroom with full-height rectified tiling.

The kitchen’s capabilities were recently tested when the 
owners hosted a ‘thank you’ party for their family and friends 
many of whom sat on the block before the land sale was 
finalised and had watched the building progress with the same 
enthusiasm as the owners.

The kitchen is appointed with a six-burner chef-style 
stainless steel oven. 
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The cupboards are white-gloss polyurethane with a 
30-millimetre Caesarstone bench top with a pencil round-edge 
profile in Osprey with a cut-out double under-mount sink. The 
remaining kitchen cabinetry is Durocal charcoal satin and the 
microwave is concealed behind two bi-fold doors.

Sue requested extra depth and height in the cabinets for 
additional storage – a theme carried into the adjoining butler’s 
pantry with Snowdrift melamine doors, Formica rolled-edge 
laminate in Lava Stone Velour finish.

The butler’s pantry has a dishwasher, coffee machine and 
ample bench space.

The window dressings throughout the home are a mixture 
of white plantation shutters and charcoal semi-sheer pull-down 
blinds. For example, the study has a high window with white 
shutters, while the lounge and living room is fitted with pull-
down blinds. The master bedroom’s easterly side has shutters 
and the front-view aspect is fitted with the same blinds.

Heating and cooling arrangements have taken into 
consideration the home’s aspect. Enjoying the northerly aspect, 
the rooms are flooded with the warm winter sun, and resultant 
low sun promotes coolness during the summer months. A gas 
built-in fireplace in the upstairs lounge takes the edge of a cool 
evening, while there is the option of resorting to full reverse-
cycle air-conditioning. Overhead in all the rooms are plantation-
style fans for use in summer.

Sue has decorated the home in a simplistic yet elegant 
manner befitting its location. 

- Geoff and Sue.

OUR BUILDER’S ACUTE EYE FOR DETAIL AND SUGGESTIONS ALONG THE 
WAY AS THE BUILDING WAS BEING SHAPED WERE POINTS WE ADMIRED.
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A collection of sea shells adds a beach-style touch to the 
downstairs foyer and the white furniture has been given an 
explosion of colour with red, white and blue cushioning with 
touches of black and grey.

The building process was seamless, with builder and clients 
working closely together on the project. The project was 
completed in nine months as promised by the builder, and the 
couple took occupancy in time to prepare for Christmas 2011.

Both Sue and Geoff agreed that Graeme Bakker was very 
flexible to work with during the building process. “His acute eye 
for detail and suggestions along the way as the building was 
being shaped were points we admired,” said Sue.

“His wife, Carina, was very helpful in sourcing and 
recommending suppliers and assisting with the purchase of 
the major appliances through their contacts in the trade, which 
made the task so easy for us.”

The landscaping done by the owners has resulted in an 
established green buffalo lawn and hedging planted above the 
front and side retaining wall. 

“The original plans allow for a lap pool in the front, however 
we probably will settle on a spa positioned at the side of the 
residence off the downstairs living area,” said Sue. “Once the 
hedge has grown I have plans to add an American-style, white 
timber gates to give the finishing touches to the front façade.

Sue and Geoff are relishing sitting on their front deck during 
winter days in the sunshine and spending summer evenings 
sipping wine and enjoying an evening meal under the stars.

“I do love my kitchen so much I don’t want to mess with the 
oven, so I am mastering using the Webber, cooking roasts and 
the like when entertaining on the deck,” says Sue.

“We’ve told Graeme Bakker that we would definitely work 
again with his wonderful team and that he cannot retire from 
building as one day, in the future, we want him to build another 
residence for us with a similar layout but this time on one level.”

Meanwhile, the couple are enjoying their achievements in 
creating a home with class and style on their dream block 
where family and friends are always welcome.  
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